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Study GIS at UArizona

Why Study GIS at the University of Arizona? Learn more today!
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You're a Wildcat Now - Our Campus

Explore the University of Arizona campus and Tucson landmarks with John Danloe.
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UA GIST Podcast 

Listen to the UAGIST Podcast on SoundCloud or YouTube
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          MS-GIST Alum Liz Wilshin is a GIS Analyst at BGE, Inc.
  
  
          Read story >>  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          MS-GIST Alum Gregory Stanley has a new GIS Position
  
  
          Read story >>  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Chris Lukinbeal Interviewed for "Conversation with a Geographer"
  
  
          Read story >>  
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      [image: Sean Madigan]I've really enjoyed the program and appreciate the work all the professors have put into the program. It's been great expanding my skills and I'm happy to be in a new job now, doing GIS work."

-Sean Madigan

 

 

[image: ] "The online MSGIST Program at U of A changed my life, and it was one of the best decisions I have ever made.  After getting my degree, I started a new career that includes unique special projects, field work, and meeting new people. I highly recommend this program for anyone interested in pushing their GIS skills to a new level; it is fun, challenging and rewarding."

 - Ann Pettit, MS-GIST

 

 

"UA’s in-person MS-GIST program expanded and strengthen my ESRI ArcGIS knowledge and I was introduced to essential programming languages (Python, JavaScript) that have been instrumental in advancing my GIS career in archaeology."[image: ]

-Teresa Gregory, MS-GIST
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[bookmark: rankings]Our Rankings

The University of Arizona is a Research I institution with a history that reflects excellence, service, and a strategy of always moving forward and upward.  The GIST programs are a part of the School of Geography and Development, a department well known for their national rankings for our academics and research. The National Academy of Sciences has ranked the School of Geography and Development at University of Arizona in the top ten among Geography Departments in the United States.

 [image: ] [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]

U.S. News ranks the University of Arizona among America’s Best Colleges and the Princeton Review lists the UA as one of “The Best Western Colleges.” It is ranked by the National Science Foundation as one of the top research public universities in the United States. The University of Arizona is a member of the prestigious Association of American Universities and is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission, a regional accreditation agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  For more information on accreditation please see: Academic Affairs - Accreditation. 
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Employment Opportunities

Graduates from the University of Arizona GIST programs enjoy employment opportunities at many levels of government, diverse private sector companies, as well as with non-profit organizations.

	
Private Sector

	
Public Sector

	
Non-Profit Organizations


	ESRI	City of Tucson	Sky Island Alliance
	Raytheon	Pima County	Native Seeds Search
	Microsoft	Arizona Geological Survey	University of Arizona
	General Dynamics	USGS	Arizona Land & Water Trust
	Ricoh USA	Department of Defense	Pima Association of Governments

And many more.....

[image: ]  

Message from the Director

The Bachelors of Science in Geographic Information Systems Technology (BSGIST), the Masters of Science in Geographic Information Systems Technology (MSGIST) and the Professional GIST Graduate Certificate (PGIST) are innovative and exciting opportunities for people seeking professional experience in geospatial industries.  My experience working with GIST programs has allowed me to develop a systematic approach to administering and delivering the highest quality education. Because of my knowledge of  professional GIST programs throughout the United States, I am aware of the challenges of creating, maintaining, and continually working to make the best and most innovative program available to students.  I have assisted over 300 GIST students graduate and respect the commitment it takes to survive and advance in a fast-paced program.

[image: ]My philosophy is that a program is never static, but must meet the evolving requirements that continually push this new field forward.  Further, I continually assess the program's quality, ensure cohesion between courses, and seek opportunities to merge the program with the local/state/national geospatial industry, which is essential for the future employment of our graduates.  I seek to build a learning community and emphasize learner-centered education.  While there are no requirements to enroll in these programs, basic computer skills are essential.  I have worked with students with no GIS background, limited GIS background, and some with very extensive GIS background.  I believe that the best way to learn GIS is through personal contact between professors and students, who forge a learning community that is not simply a transfer of information from a professor to a student, but is an interactive model of learning in which we help each other extend our knowledge.  Overall, I firmly believe that "what you put into the program is what you will get out of the program."  And, while I and other faculty are there to facilitate your learning, the onus is on you to push yourself to expand your knowledge, skill base, and network to achieve your goals.

I will challenge you to move beyond the link between scientific principles and their application in GIS. Geographic problem-solving along with creative and critical thinking will develop your skill base, but such a process requires peer interaction professional critiques from your professors as well as your fellow students, which will enable you to excel in the program and learn that there are multiple ways to solve tasks and geographic problems.

The focus on learner-centered education means that students cannot sit back, take tests, do lab work, and graduate.  Rather, project-based learning is integral to the program. Project-based learning involves time and project management skills, data compilation, database design, creation of methodological strategies that can address problems within a given time frame, choosing and evaluating the best analytical techniques to solve problems, and the professional presentation of results.

In the creation of the program, I have worked hard with UA administrators to offer one of the lowest priced GIST programs offered by a premier research university.

A one-year site license for ESRI software is provided to all students to aid in completing their work as well as access to the ESRI Virtual Campus courses.

All GIST students are part of the School of Geography and Development which is in the new ENR2 building.  The School offers numerous academic and social events throughout the year in which you are encouraged to participate.  In addition, UA is a highly ranked research and land grant university, offering a wide variety of activities and events which will enrich your academic experience.  I look forward to working with you and hearing about your academic and professional success.

Chris Lukinbeal, PhD

Director, GIST
School of Geography, Development and Environment
The University of Arizona
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